
Adult book club

The adult book club meets about every 6 weeks and is open to all community members. You can

attend in-person at the library, or via Zoom. Each session is a distinct conversation, so you’re

welcome to join anytime. Newcomers are always welcome!

Library staff compile reading guides and facilitate the session. We aim to create a casual space

where you feel comfortable sharing your thoughts about the book. Book club selections typically

include five contemporary fiction works, two non-fiction works and one classic novel.

Quick links

Persian book club

Other book clubs

2024/25 Adult book club gatherings

Here are the titles we'll be reading this year:

Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024   

Remarkably Bright Creatures by Shelby Van Pelt

Check out this title in our catalogue

Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024

Bad Cree by Jessica Johns

Check out this title in our catalogue

Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2024   

Fire Weather: The Making of a Beast by John Vaillant
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Check out this title in our catalogue

Wednesday, Jan. 8, 2025

How Do You Live? by Genzaburo Yoshino

Check out this title in our catalogue

Wednesday, Feb. 19, 2025  

In the Upper Country by Kai Thomas.

Check out this title in our catalogue

Wednesday, April 2, 2025  

The Book of Charlie by David Von Drehle

Check out this title in our catalogue

Wednesday, May 14, 2025  

The Story of Us by Catherine Hernandez

Check out this title in our catalogue

Wednesday, June 25, 2025  

A Grandmother Begins the Story by Michelle Porter

Check out this title in our catalogue | Register

Frequently asked questions

How do I join?

Click the ‘Register’ link for next to a session (sessions listed above), or call the library to have us

register you. Once you’ve registered, simply read the book and join us at the meeting! We ask people

to register for each session in advance so that we can email you with the reading guide and the Zoom

link, in case you plan to attend virtually.
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How do I get a copy of the book?

NVCL has a limited number of copies of each title. These will be loaned to registrants on a first come,

first served basis, while supplies last. Registrants will be contacted if a copy is available. If all copies

are spoken for, you can try to obtain a copy by:

Placing a hold on a regular circulating copy in our catalogue;

Borrowing an ebook or e-audiobook version;

Checking other local libraries, such as the North Vancouver District Library or West Vancouver

Memorial Library.

You can also always ask our library staff to help you find a copy!

How do hybrid book club sessions work?

From March 2019 to June 2022, we hosted our book club discussions via Zoom. In September 2022

we re-introduced in-person discussions, but wanted to keep the gatherings accessible to those who

prefer to join virtually. People at the library can see the Zoom attendees on the room’s TV, and vice

versa. We typically start the session with introductions, and then create two breakout rooms where

the Zoom folks and the in-person group have separate conversations (the smaller groups tend to

produce livelier conversations and be more inclusive). Near the end of the session, the groups

reconvene to share the highlights from their conversation.

How does the library choose the book club sets?

Each winter, the library creates a shortlist of titles for the next season. Book club attendees can also

submit their own suggestions. The books must meet the following criteria:

The book is recent (published within the last two years, aside from the ‘classic’ title).

The book is available in paperback.

The book is popular and/or professionally well-reviewed.

A number of books must be by Canadian authors.

A number of books must be 'own voices'.
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The shortlist of titles is then sent to all of the book club participants, and they vote for their top picks.

The final list typically includes five contemporary fiction works, two non-fiction works and one classic

novel.

What if I don’t like the book?

That’s OK! We understand that everyone won’t like every book (but we hope that you do!). We

encourage you to bring your constructive criticisms and engage in thoughtful discussion, even if you

didn’t finish the book.

What are book club sets?

Book club sets contain up to 12 copies of the same book, and community members can borrow the

set for their book club. Many books also come with a reading guide and discussion questions, which

are available online. Book Club sets are located on the 2nd floor on the wooden shelves that face the

library’s front windows.

How can I find what book club set titles are available?

Our book club sets can be viewed in our catalogue.

Do you have discussion guides for each book club set?

As of Spring 2024, around 27 of our book club sets have discussion guides. For example, the record

for All the Quiet Places has a book club reading guide(97 KB), which you can find on the right hand

side of the catalogue record. We aim to produce more of these in the future. Discussion guides

contain a short description of the book, a short author bio, a collection of articles and interviews

related to the book, and discussion questions. 

What are the borrowing policies for book club sets? 

Book club sets can be borrowed for 6 weeks.

Each book can be renewed once, if the copy doesn’t have a hold on it.
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You can borrow as many or as few books from the set as you’d like, e.g. if you only need six

books, you can just borrow six.

You don’t need to return all of the books at the same time.

How can I start my own book club?

As noted above, NVCL can support community book clubs by providing access to our book club sets,

suggestions for what to read next, and discussion guides. If your book club is looking for a place to

meet, please see our room rentals page.

For more details on the logistics of setting up a book club, see these excellent tips from Edmonton

Public Library and LitLovers.com.
2024/25   2023/24   2022/23   2021/22 

Remarkably Bright Creatures 

A Novel 

 

Book

Page 5 - https://www.nvcl.ca/adult-book-club | Accessed: May 21, 2025 - 03:04 PM

https://www.nvcl.ca/your-next-reads
https://www.nvcl.ca/meeting
https://www.epl.ca/blogs/post/how-to-start-a-book-club/
https://www.epl.ca/blogs/post/how-to-start-a-book-club/
https://www.litlovers.com/getting-started
https://nvcl.bibliocommons.com/item/show/335282215
https://nvcl.bibliocommons.com/item/show/335282215


Fire Weather 

The Making of A Beast 

 

Book

In the Upper Country 
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Book

The Book of Charlie 

Wisdom From the Remarkable

American Life of A 109-year-old

Man 

 

Book
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The Story of Us 

 

Book

A Grandmother Begins the Story 

 

Book
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Bad Cree 

A Novel 

 

Large Print

How Do You Live? 
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eBook

The Sign for Home 

A Novel 

 

Book Club Kit
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Me Tomorrow 

Indigenous Views on the Future 

 

Book Club Kit

The Remains of the Day 
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Book Club Kit

All the Quiet Places 

 

Book Club Kit
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A Girl Called Rumi 

 

Book Club Kit

What Strange Paradise 

 

Book Club Kit
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How High We Go in the Dark 

A Novel 

 

Book Club Kit

Finding the Mother Tree 

Discovering the Wisdom of the
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Forest 

 

Book Club Kit

Like Water for Chocolate 

A Novel in Monthly Installments,

With Recipes, Romances, and

Home Remedies 

 

Book Club Kit
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Five Little Indians 

 

Book Club Kit

The Sleeping Car Porter 
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Book Club Kit

Outsider 

An Old Man, A Mountain and the

Search for A Hidden Past 

 

Book Club Kit

Page 17 - https://www.nvcl.ca/adult-book-club | Accessed: May 21, 2025 - 03:04 PM

https://nvcl.bibliocommons.com/item/show/348411215
https://nvcl.bibliocommons.com/item/show/354910215
https://nvcl.bibliocommons.com/item/show/354910215


No One Is Talking About This 

 

Book Club Kit

Everyone Knows your Mother Is A

Witch 
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Book Club Kit

What Strange Paradise 

 

Book Club Kit
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Driven 

The Secret Lives of Taxi Drivers 

 

Book Club Kit

Midnight's Children 

 

Book Club Kit
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Me Tomorrow 

Indigenous Views on the Future 

 

Book Club Kit

When We Cease to Understand the

World 
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Book Club Kit

Five Little Indians 

 

Book Club Kit

Shuggie Bain 
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Book Club Kit

Indians on Vacation 

A Novel 

 

Book Club Kit
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Shuggie Bain 

 

Book Club Kit

The Remains of the Day 

 

Book Club Kit
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Empire of Wild 

 

Book Club Kit

Finding the Mother Tree 

Discovering the Wisdom of the

Forest 

 

Book Club Kit
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The Vanishing Half 

 

Book Club Kit

Upcoming book clubs

Book clubs

Persian book club ?????? ????????? ????? 

Wednesday, May 28, 2025, 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm

Go to event 

Book clubs

Persian book club ?????? ????????? ????? 
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Wednesday, June 25, 2025, 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm

Go to event 

Book clubs

Adult book club: "A Grandmother Begins the Story" 

Wednesday, June 25, 2025, 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm

Go to event 

Back to all events 
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